Elections Office Annual Report 
VOTER REGISTRATION CAMPAIGNS 


Ongoing public relations campaigns were engaged to encourage voter registration 
throughout the Territory. In accordance with section 3 (c) of the Elections Act, 
advertisements were placed in the various local media informing citizens of the voter 
registration requirements, Seven advertisements were placed during the year. In addition 
every opportunity was used to encourage persons in the community to register. Walk-in 
customers and individuals who made telephone enquiries were also encouraged to 
register. Despite the various strategies employed, only two persons were registered 
during the year. 


The dismal figure for voter registration signals the need for a more aggressive 
public relations campaign, There seems to be a general apathy towards the voter 
registration campaigns outside of an election year. Perhaps greater emphasis must be 
placed on targeting specific segments of the community such as students in the high 
schools who have attained the age of 18 years or older and students attending the H.L. 
Stoutt Community College and developing campaigns tailored to those groups. 
Collaboration with the Guidance Counsellors in the schools to initiate awareness of the 
voter registration process among school-aged persons could yield positive results. 


It will also be necessary to schedule a series of visits to the sister islands to 
conduct workshops similar to what has been done in the months leading up to an election 
to appeal to citizens to register to vote. Additionally, segments could be hosted on VITV 
and radio stations, quarterly to appeal to the citizenry. 


The Office will engage in more aggressive public relations campaigns in 2005 and 
2006 to include programmes such as conducting voter registration workshops and pep 
talks in the high schools and college, schedule open house at the Unit for school students 
scheduling meetings in the various Districts and meet with residents on the sister islands, 
establish a linkage with the guidance counselors in the high schools and H. Lavity Stoutt 
Community College, liaison with GIS to produce flyers for wider distribution throughout 
the Territory and video programme to be aired on the local television stations. 


Financial Implications 


Of the $22,300 that was allocated to the Office, operating expenses for the year 
amounted to $17,212.70. $5,000 was re-allocated to supplement subhead 110-61620 — 
local travel expenses. Advertising costs totaled $1,037. This amount is hardly sufficient 
to develop an effective public relations campaign. In view of the disappointing response 
for voter registration in 2004, a greater emphasis must be placed on the Elections Office 
public relations campaign. 


Equipment such as computers and printers will have to be purchased to 
accommodate the electronic voter registration process when it comes on stream. 


Equipment such as computers and printers will have to be purchased to 


accommodate the electronic voter registration process when it comes on stream. 
Anticipated costs for additional equipment is estimated at $ _No 
additional staffing will be required. 


Staffing levels: 


l 


Supervisor of Elections - Ms. Juliette Penn 

Administrative Officer - Mrs. Karen Maduro 

Senior Executive Officer - Mrs. Sandra Herbert (Senior Executive 
Officer, PSDP held against this post) 

Clerical Trainee - Miss Shanika Jennings (temporarily 


assigned to the Deputy Governor’s Office) 
- Mr. Kiel Julien 


STRATEGIES FOR 2005-2006 


Conduct quarterly radio and television programmes 

Conduct a series of public meetings in the nine electoral Districts 

Establish liaison with the guidance counselors in the high schools — obtain 
information to create a data base of students attaining the age of 18 years or older 
Establish liaison with the H. Lavity Stoutt Community College and host pep talks 
with students 

Create a promotional video featuring the new electronic system 

Make commercials on voter registration 

Write to eligible citizens encouraging them to register (7) 

Solicit assistance from District representatives in the voter registration drive by 
encouraging their constituents to register 
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